Reformation


Applying the Mind





We live in an information age. Turn on your computer and you can run all sorts of encyclopaedias. A few clicks of a button and you can be surfing the world wide web. Television and Pay Television (Cable) also carry documentaries that can help enlighten people. Most towns have libraries or are visited by mobile libraries. Information, as never before, is available to all. It is literally, “at our fingertips.”





Despite this, we also live in an age where wisdom is in short supply. Being surrounded by information does not make one smart. Having a professor as you next door neighbour does not immediately impart all that knowledge into your mind. Simply living with information does not make one bright. Using a dictionary as a pillow will not, under any circumstances, turn you into an accurate speller. The best it is likely to do is put a crick in your neck!





For information to be of use it must be assimilated. One must read it, study it, verify it, and act upon it. Without this process, you will never learn anything and information will never be of any benefit to you. You will not learn nor will any subject matter be mastered.





Christians and Christianity are no different. If Christians refuse to read and study God’s Word, it will never be of any benefit to them. Christianity, belief and practise, will never be mastered. Christianity will then become redundant. It will become superstition because no one will know what Christianity truly is. It will be ridiculed because no one will be able to defend it. It will be seen as hypocrisy because no one will practise the true faith. Christians will only do what they think is right.





Before dismissing this, please, give it some thought. It is easy to dismiss criticisms as the ramblings of some deranged fundamentalist who simply wants to make life difficult. Consider, as an example, an employee of a firm. After working at his job for twenty years he is asked to define his job. A simple task. Imagine the dismay that most people would feel if this person stared blankly into the air trying to come up with a description. What would you think if you heard, “Well, I do …; Hmm! Well, I come to my desk and …! Oh yes, I … umm, I ah! Well I, I must do something?” The younger generation would no doubt term such a one as a “loser.”





Question. How many Christians are like this? How many Christians have been going to church for decades yet cannot explain the essential elements of Christianity. Here we are not talking about simple quips like, “Jesus died for sin.” Why did Jesus have to die? Was there another way that salvation could have been delivered? If yes, why was it not taken? If no, why is it so? What does Christianity mean as a  way of life?





It must be remembered that the Scriptures demand that the Christian use his brain. Acts 17:11 notes: “Now these were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.” Think this through. Paul could have got on his “high horse” about these uppity Bereans who questioned his authority. He did not. On the contrary, he commended them for their diligence in studying Scripture to make sure that he was not the proclaimer of a false Gospel.





Peter also charges us to, “sanctify Christ as Lord in our hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you.” Christian, how can you fulfil this Scripture if you do not study and understand God’s Word? How will give a reason for the hope you have, if you do not understand the foundation on which you build?





It must also be understood that this reasoning is not a subjective, feelings based expression as found in most modern testimonies. It is reasoned upon the objective facts of God’s Word and Works in history. 





The mind matters to God. He made us as rational beings in His image. When we refuse to think or apply our mind to our faith, we are not just disobeying a command in Scripture; we are in fact betraying a fundamental aspect of our being as image bearers.





Apply your mind to God’s Word today. Enjoy the rewards of detailed study. Know what it is to discover treasure. Know what it is to be drawn up into the eternal Godhead. Know what it is to stand in awe of such a great God. See how such study will change your life. Once you have gazed intimately into such wonders, do you think you can remain unchanged?


 


In conclusion, let me ask this: as a percentage, how many members at your church attend Bible study? Generally, the figure is around ten to twenty per cent. That means, on average, eighty to ninety per cent do not attend. Imagine what the Church would be like if that figure were reversed!
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