Reformation


Christ and Politics: Part 1





It is popular in many quarters within the Church to declare boldly that Christians should have no part in politics. Politics is seen as a grubby and dirty pastime that all Christians should avoid. “After all,” they say, “Christ is not concerned with earthly politics, is He!” “Besides, we are members of a future Kingdom and there is no need to bother ourselves with this world.”





As an election year looms, these thoughts will come to the fore. Multitudes of Christians will once again bemoan politics and the hopeless situation that we face as a nation. They will again plod down to the polling both to cast a vote having never explored the list of candidates; prayed diligently, or searched the Scriptures so as to be able to vote in an intelligent and godly manner.





Most Christians in this category also live in a paradox. They say, on the one hand, that Christ is not interested in worldly politics, yet they diligently go to vote because voting is compulsory and Christ has told us to obey the laws of the land.





This paradox raises two necessary questions: 1. What is Christ’s attitude to politics? and, 2. What is the Christians responsibility in the area of politics? (Dealt with in Part 2.)





In answer to the first question, we must state that Christ is in no way opposed to politics as many Christians today posit. One will search the Scriptures in vain to try and find a verse in which Christ overthrows politics. Yes, you will find texts in which Christ takes issues with abuses of power, but never one that denies legitimate government. In the famous instance of the coin, Jesus tells the people to render to Caesar what is Caesar’s ( Mt. 22:17-20; Mk. 12:14-17;  Lk 20:22-25). Here Jesus could have denied Caesar anything and everything. He did not. Instead, He upheld the idea of lawful government.





Let us attack this from a slightly different angle. Jesus is the Incarnate God. What is true of God is therefore true of Christ. Now, what are some names we use for God? We describe him as Lawgiver; Judge; and King, do we not? On creating man, what did God do? He imposed His Law as was His judicial right. Thus, the Godhead is a governing body and is the ultimate government.





Now, think about Jesus specifically. How does our Confession describe Him? It says He is Priest, Prophet, King and Mediator (WCF 8:1). Note that all these roles are those of governance. Think now of how Christ is foreshadowed. Is He not great David’s Greater son! Is He not the one for whom the royal line of David is preserved! Does not Matthew begin his Gospel with these words: “The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1)!





Last, but by no means least, we must consider the words of Isaiah (9:6-7):





For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness.





This description potently predicts the coming and the role of the Christ. Its language is certain and sure. He shall rule (Note Psalm 2 also)! Thus it is incongruous to say that Jesus is opposed to politics. Similarly, it is foolishness to uphold the old maxim, “Religion and politics do not mix.”





When any person rules, they will make laws and enforce those laws. Those laws will either be directed by God and for His glory or they will be directed for man and his glory. The Bible therefore does not oppose politics per se. It opposes those rulers who take to themselves power for their own ends and glory and who, in doing so, trample upon the lives and God-given rights of others.





Politics, like all other human activities, can be dirtied and sullied. That this is so does not mean that the Christian should shun it or despise it. Rather, the Christian should see this as a legitimate field of endeavour. It is one more place where every thought can be taken captive to Christ.
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