Reformation


Christ and Politics: Part 2





In part one, we noted that Jesus, and indeed the Godhead, is not opposed to politics. We saw there that Jesus Himself is depicted as a mighty and righteous ruler. Armed with this information we must now consider the second question posed, namely, What is the Christian’s responsibility in the area of politics?





The Christian’s primary responsibility is to be involved in politics. By this we are not saying that everyone should resign their day jobs and stand for election. What is meant is that we must keep abreast of current issues and be prepared to write letters of encouragement or rebuke. This is particularly true when issues of an ethical nature come to the fore and are in direct conflict with God’s revealed will.





As stated in Part One, the beliefs of a ruler will be played out in how he/she votes on various legislation. There is simply no neutrality. What we mean by this is very simple. An atheist will not make or vote for God honouring laws. A homosexual is not going to vote for a bill upholding traditional (read, Christian) family values. To do so, in both cases, is to go against everything that particular individual believes.





This is why it is foolishness for Christians to leave the sphere of politics to the unconverted. Those with no love for God will only propagate laws that attack God and His people, either directly or indirectly.





As a result, the Christian has a real role to play in preserving a standard within the political sphere.





The Apostle highlights this role when he underscores the responsibility of the Christian to pray that leaders will indulge in righteousness. Paul (1 Timothy 2:1-4) commands: 





First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, petitions and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, for kings and all who are in authority, in order that we may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and dignity. This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.





Prayer is the powerhouse of the Church and a mighty tool in the Church’s hand. Sadly, it is too often neglected. Note Paul’s words carefully. We are to pray for those in authority so that we can lead peaceful and tranquil lives. When we fail to restrain tyrants through prayer, and action, we will feel the effects of their nefarious plans. However, these tyrants do not reign supreme, our Father in heaven does.





The lesson here is twofold. First, God is sovereign and He shall work out all things by the Word of His power. Second, this Sovereign God uses His people. We are to bring our prayers and petitions before Him with boldness and we are to be righteous instruments in His hands.





Therefore, our responsibility in this area of politics can be subsumed under these two categories—prayer and work. We pray in order to invoke God that He may move for His glory. In doing this we should also evoke a response from ourselves—‘Here am I Lord! Send me.’





It is said that, “Evil prospers when good men do nothing.” Rightly, this should read “righteous men.” Good and righteous are not the same. Good is man’s standard. Righteousness is God’s standard. The Preacher notes: “Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a disgrace to any people (Proverbs 14:34).





If we rely upon and elect to government sinners, our end will be disgrace. A cursory look at society would reveal any number of disgraceful acts. This is where sinners have taken us. The only road out is to return to righteousness as our standard. This is the only thing that will exalt our nation. 





Rather than abandoning the governmental roles in society, Christians should be taking them by storm. Therefore we ask, Where are the righteous men?
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