Reformation


Christ and Politics: Part 3





In concluding this little series, there is one more aspect that needs to be considered. The question is, How does the political scene look? Is it a healthy vibrant scene or is it looking a little tardy? To use the modern hype of renovation shows as a touchstone, we may ask, Do we need to call the “Blitz” team for a make-over?





We are not going to answer this directly. It is time for you, God’s people, to do some investgative work. In doing this, we hope that two things will happen. First, it is hoped that you will see more clearly what the Bible has to say about politics. Second, we hope you will be armed to evaluate the current political landscape.





To the Scriptures! Paul states in Romans 13:1-7:





Let every person be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God. Therefore he who resists authority has opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will receive condemnation upon themselves.  For rulers are not a cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have no fear of authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same; for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath upon the one who practices evil. Wherefore it is necessary to be in subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience‘ sake. For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. Render to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.





In similar fashion, Peter says:





Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who do right (1 Peter 2:13-14).





Now for the litmus test for our governments. Do our governments honour God as the Law-maker? Do the good fear the government? Is taxation repressive? Are evildoers punished? Is the sword used against worthless people? Do our rulers consider themselves servants of God? When was the last time you were praised by authorities for doing right?





All these questions can be answered from the texts above. Think about our society. Think about the news headlines in recent times. Now weigh what you see and hear against what is written in these passages of Scripture.





As a help, think about penalties. Do thieves fare better or worse than rapists or murderers? Who does the Bible say should fare the worst? Have you heard people say that they will not smack their children for fear of falling foul of the authorities? What does the Bible say about this? Do people hide what they really think because of anti-discrimination laws? If so, how does that square with Scripture?





Oh, if you need some hints, try looking up: Genesis 9:6; Exodus 22:1-9; Proverbs 13:24; Proverbs 22:15.
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