Reformation


Prayer Part 2: Power and Passion





The Christian has a sure foundation and reason to pray, this we saw in Part One. Through the work of Christ Jesus we are no less than sons of the Most High God. As stated, this relationship forms the basis of our prayer life. Could there be any greater motivation to pray than the knowledge that God Almighty has adopted us as sons and on that basis bids us to come into His presence (Hebrews 4:15-16).





It is at this point that we need to lay down a serious challenge. Prayer for the Christian is more than entreaties. It is communion and fellowship. The relationship that God has given us means that prayer is not simply about “asking.” It is about communion. It is about two parties in an intimate relationship interacting with each other. It means expressing joys, sorrows, issues etc., etc.





Christian, given that you are partied to this magnificent and most special relationship, how is it that prayer is not a more significant part of your life? Why is it that prayer is languished by the average Christian and church?





Allow me to illustrate. Say I told you that I loved my wife. You accept this statement as true. However, over the ensuing months you notice that I do not talk with my wife in public, despite ample opportunity; I do not sit with her; I do not hold hands or have any physical contact with her; I make her walk behind me; I never include her in decision making. Despite my avowal of love, I shun her, except when she can do something for me; and at times I even make ugly and disparaging comments about her, just so that I can fit in with the boys. On viewing this behaviour, would you continue to hold my avowal of love as true? I do not think so. Much more would be expected by most people. 





The question then becomes, why do we treat our relationship with God in this manner? We all say that we “love God!” The question is, would the onlooker know it by our actions? Do we only approach God when we need something? Is our image with the boys more important than our relationship with God? In short, if your relationship with God was viewed from the standpoint of marriage (which it is, by the way. Eph 5:22ff), would you be in need of some marriage counselling?





This question can be answered by self examination. Look at how often you pray. Ask yourself what you pray for or about. Think about how much you hunger for prayer. If you do not pray often, if you pray only about yourself, if you do not hunger for prayer, then it would seem that you should ring for the counsellor.





This predicament is dismal for two reasons. First, it is obvious that given the potential of this relationship you are certainly and obviously missing out on some special time. Secondly, you are denying yourself access to the powerhouse.





As Christians, we are to be busy about our Father’s business. If prayer is not a major part of our life then we are likely to forget exactly what task our Father gave us. Second, we are not going to have the power to complete that task.





James tells us that: “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much (James 5:16)”. He then goes on to give the example of Elijah, who by prayer shut the heavens for a number of years. This may seem overwhelming. Some will dismiss it because Elijah was a prophet. For those people, it is important to note that James calls him, “a man like us.”


Prayer is vitally important to the Christian. It is the powerhouse of the Christian and it must be given a top priority. It must always be held in stead with reading the Scriptures. Here is why. Reading the Bible gives us the content for our prayers. It teaches us how to pray and for what to pray. Despite its great worth, reading the Bible can never substitute for speaking with God in person.





Think of it this way. I have read some books by great Christian authors of yesteryear. Reading has given me insight into their thinking and reasoning. I have caught glimpses of the man through the pages. However, I can never claim to have met these men or to have known them. The same is true in our Christian walk. The Bible teaches us about God. Prayer allows us to meet Him face to face.





Prayer is power. However, it will never be so unless we first capture the passion. Until we meet God face to face in His throne room we will never have a fire in our bellies. Therefore, we must never substitute knowledge about God for a relationship with Him.





Remember, it is Power and Passion. Without the passion we will not realise the power. Without the power, we can never fulfil our master’s commands. The result of which will be that we are impoverished. We will never know the joy of claiming the promises of God and seeing His mighty hand at work.








Murray McLeod-Boyle.


(Reformation Ministries)
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