Reformation


The Impact of Leaders or The Need to Chose Wisely





The issue of authority is an important one. Every day we are faced with authority. As Christians we deal with our Lord, the Commander and Chief. We also deal with government, police, our boss and our minister. In some cases, we may be the boss, minister, police or government official.





No matter which side we view authority from, there can be no argument about its importance and the need to fill such positions carefully. There is a grand difference between a righteous king and a despot; a judge that takes bribes and one that does not; a police officer who upholds law as opposed to the one who exploits it.





Looking to the Church, the same thing is true of those who rule and are called / elected / appointed to the seat of power. Listen for a moment to the words of Jeremiah, prophet of the Most High God:





“Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of My pasture!” declares the Lord. Therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel concerning the shepherds who are tending My people: “You have scattered My flock and driven them away, and have not attended to them; behold, I am about to attend to you for the evil of your deeds,” declares the Lord (23:1-2). 





Here the Lord Himself says that he will take issue with these wayward shepherds who have scattered the flock. The issue at heart here is a very delicate one, but nonetheless a fundamentally important one. God, through His redemptive acts, has gathered a people. As part of those acts he has also revealed laws and statutes for the wellbeing of that community. On top of this, God has appointed offices within His Church.





When we examine Scripture we find that these offices are to be filled by faithful officers. God has laid down rules as to who can and cannot be one of these officers. He has also given guidelines as to what type of people these officers are to be. Examples of these can be found in Timothy, Titus, Peter, and even back into the Old Testament.





If we fail to heed God’s Word and we put people into these offices who are not suitably qualified, then we are risking nothing short of our own wellbeing. Do you wish to be part of a scattered flock? Think about this. “The Flock” is a pastoral term. A scattered flock is a vulnerable flock. There is no one watching over it. No one to repel wolves. No one to fetch the wounded, the stray, the weak, the lame! Such a flock, scattered to the winds, will quickly fall prey to wild beasts, the environment, and the elements.





Such a picture is one of terror. Horror, in fact. It is as far from God’s intended purpose as the Church could be, yet it is the doom of any Church / congregation that will not heed and submit to God’s will.





If you seek a Church where fellowship is good, where the lame are tended, the hurt made well, the hungry fed, the flock corralled and protected, and the wolves shot, then make sure that you choose men who meet God’s criteria and who will rule according to God’s guidelines. Once you have chosen them, do not forget to support them with much prayer, compassion, obedience, and a humble attitude.
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